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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

CANTUS RELEASES LATEST RECORDING 
CA N TUS 

 
Cantus, one of America’s premiere male vocal ensembles, proudly announces the release of its latest 
album, Cantus.  Recorded during the ensemble’s tenth anniversary, the album represents the diverse 
repertoire and fine ensemble singing that has made it one of the most successful vocal groups in the 
world. 
 
“Our goal was to present, on disc, what Cantus has become,” says Cantus Artistic Director and the 
album’s producer Erick Lichte. “This disc really has it all, from the beauty of Poulenc’s settings of 
St. Francis’ prayers, and the heartrending emotion of Last Letter Home, whose text comes from an 
American soldier killed in Iraq, to the exotic sounds of a Classical Indian raga and the cartoonish 
lunacy of Casey at the Bat and Pseudo Yoik.”   
 
“Many of these pieces have been concert favorites for years but are just now getting recorded.  It 
was nice to create an album that didn’t have an overarching concept or theme.  It was our intent to 
create a disc that mirrored the live experience we bring to audiences around the country.  In many 
ways, the theme of Cantus is Cantus!”  
  
For the past twelve years, Cantus has gained recognition as one of America’s finest professional 
male vocal ensembles.  As one of the few full-time vocal ensembles in the world, the ensemble 
enjoys a vigorous schedule of national tours, subscription concerts in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul, several innovative residencies, collaborations, educational programs and recording.  
Cantus has been praised by critics and the public alike for its broad repertoire, bold ensemble 
singing and engaging stage presentation.   
 
This is Cantus’ eleventh commercial CD release. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
FOR INTERVIEWS, MORE INFORMATION OR A REVIEW COPY OF 
CAN TUS, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Erick Lichte, Artistic Director, Cantus 
Minneapolis, MN (612)435-0048 
 
REPRESENTATION 
ALLIANCE ARTIST MANAGEMENT 
Rob Robbins (212) 304-3538 
David Middleton (401) 253-0043 
www.allianceartistmanagement.com 



ABOUT CANTUS 
 
For the past twelve years, Cantus has gained recognition as one of America’s finest professional 
male vocal ensembles.  As one of the few full-time vocal ensembles in the world, the ensemble 
enjoys a vigorous schedule of national tours, subscription concerts in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul, several innovative residencies, collaborations, educational programs, and recording.  
Cantus has been praised by critics and the public alike for its broad repertoire, bold ensemble 
singing and engaging stage presentation. 
 
Cantus' coast-to-coast tours have included performances throughout the United States, appearing on 
major concert stages from New York to San Francisco.  In the summer of 2003 the ensemble made 
its European debut at France's Polyfolia Festival.  Cantus has performed at the American Choral 
Directors' Association's national and regional conventions and numerous choral festivals.  This 
season, Cantus will be touring with the Boston Pops during the holiday season, traveling to 
Cameroon, Africa for a 13 day engagement, and performing in Washington DC at the Kennedy 
Center. 
 
A champion of new music, Cantus has commissioned and created over 50 new compositions and 
arrangements.  To this end, Cantus spearheads the Male Choir Commissioning Consortium which 
brings together male choirs from across North America and annually commissions major work from 
today’s most notable composers.  Past composers include Lee Hoiby, Steven Sametz and Gavin 
Bryars. Cantus' Music For Men's Voices choral series is published by the Neil A. Kjos Music 
Company. 
 
Cantus has a rich history of collaborations with other artists, having performed regularly with the St. 
Paul Chamber Orchestra and with the Minnesota Orchestra, under the direction of Doc 
Severinsen.  Cantus has collaborated with the St. Olaf Choir, Trio Mediaeval, VocalEssence and 
poet Robert Bly.  In 2007, Cantus will collaborate with Theater Latté Da in the creation of a new 
theater work entitled "All Is Calm: the Christmas Truce of 1914.”    
 
Cantus fulfills is commitment to music education by encouraging people of all ages - especially men 
- to sing.  The ensemble works with over 10,000 students in educational activities every season.  
Each summer, Cantus organizes a week-long music camp for children grades 3-12 as well as adults. 
 
Cantus has recorded eleven CDs on its own label, Cantus Recordings.  A recent Gramophone 
review stated, "Means and ends join in genuinely glorious music making.  The complexity of the 
music is fully expressed, the diction is perfect, the emotions alive.  If comfort is defined as a warm 
bath of choral sound, then this is perfect."   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTUS NATIONAL TOURIN G SCH EDULE 2007-08 
  
10.13.07      Lorraine County Community College               Elyria, OH 
10.19-26.07           “Off to Africa” - Home Concerts  Twin Cities, MN 
10.25.07      University of Nebraska    Omaha, NE 
10.22.07      Saint Cloud State University   St. Cloud, MN 
10.28.07      “Real Men Sing” Festival                                 Bloomington, MN  
10.31-11.13.07              Cameroon, Africa 
11.16.07      Minnesota ACDA Convention                 Duluth, MN  
11.23.07                 Away In A Manger - Home Concert           St.Paul, MN 
11.25.07      Boston Pops                                         Ft. Smith, AR 
11.26.2007      Boston Pops                                         Danville, KY 
11.27.07      Boston Pops                                         Newport News, VA 
11.29.07      Boston Pops                                         Hershey, PA 
11.30.07      Boston Pops     Schenectady, NY 
12.1.07        Boston Pops                                         Storrs, CT 
12.2.07        Boston Pops                                         Bethlehem, PA 
12.5.07        Tick Concert Series                               Buffalo, NY 
12.7.07        Boston Pops                                         Kingston, RI 
12.8.07        Boston Pops     Bridgeport, CT 
12.9.07        Boston Pops     Worchester, MA 
12.14.07      Boston Pops                                         Augusta, ME 
12.15.07      Boston Pops                                         Manchester, NH 
12.16.07      Boston Pops                                         Newark, NJ 
12.21.07          All Is Calm - Home Concerts           Twin Cities, MN 
1.18.08       St. Croix Concert Series                        Stillwater, MN 
1.20.08        Rochester Civic Music    Rochester, MN 
1.27.08        St. James by the Sea    La Jolla, CA 
1.29.08        University of California Riverside  Riverside, CA 
2.12. 2008        Houston Friends of Music   Houston, TX 
2.17.08        South Dakota State    Brookings, SD 
2.23.08        Lawrence University    Appleton, WI 
3.14.08              Collaboration: St. Olaf Choir - Home Concert Twin Cities, MN 
3.28.08        Albright College    Reading, PA 
3.31.08        Lancaster Community Concerts.  Lancaster, PA 
4.3.08          Wingate University    Wingate, NC 
4.4.08          Peace Center     Greenville, SC 
4.5.08       Huntsville Chamber Music   Huntsville, AL 
4.8.08          Western Kentucky University   Bowling Green, KY 
4.10.08        Fine Arts Association of Southern Kentucky Corbin, KY 
4.11.08        Covenant College    Lookout Mountain, GA 
4.12.08        Concert     Tuscaloosa, AL  
4.20.08        1st  Congregational Church   Madison, WI  
5.4.08          Great River Chorale    St. Cloud, MN  
5.10.08        Wilson Center     Brookfield, WI 
5.16.08              Covers: a pop concert - Home concerts Minneapolis, MN 
5.28.08        Cleveland Museum of Art   Cleveland, OH  
5.30.2008        The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Washington, DC 
 
 



ACCLAIM FOR CANTUS 
 
 
Cantus is so engaging that it's easy to forget how large their accomplishment has been.  They 
manage to entertain while presenting music of real depth. 
  
 Mike Anthony, Minneapolis Star Tribune 
 

 

It takes audacity for a chorus to program a sequence of songs by Veljo Tormis (a modern Estonian 
composer), Gordon Lightfoot and Sting. It takes wide ranging stylistic fluency and a boatload of 
talent to pull it off. The men's chorus Cantus proved it had all that and more on Friday night in the 
Library of Congress' Coolidge Auditorium, as its enthusiasm and exquisite singing unified a concert 
that also included 16th- century polyphony, spirituals and a Bill Withers song.  
 
 Andrew Lindemann Malone, Washington Post   

 
 
 
They sing with technical accomplishment (matters of intonation, balance, blend, and attack are never 
a concern), and with a refreshing spirit and energy. This program, music about the sea, is varied and 
always interesting, with a huge range of styles. Despite the great variety, it never seems carelessly put 
together- think of it as a buffet in which you actually do want a sample of everything on the table. 
 
This is recommended highly as an unusual collection of delightful and beautiful songs, performed 
with great care and devotion. The beautiful performance of "Shenandoah" may alone be worth the 
price of the disc.  
  
 Henry Fogel, Fanfare Magazine  
 
 
 

One of the most irresistible releases in recent memory. 

What holds it all together is the remarkable artistry of Cantus, who sound spectacular singing this 
spirited repertoire that draws from so many different choral styles. 

 Philip Greenfield, American Record Guide  

 

 
 
 


