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Home Field Advantage: Landmarks - the power of male singing 
Tuesday, October 25th, 10:30am, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis, MN 1 

Friday, October 28th, 7:30pm, First Lutheran Church, Columbia Heights, MN 1 

Saturday, October 29th, 7:30pm, Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Excelsior, MN 1 

Sunday, October 30th, 7:30pm, St. MaryÕs University, Winona, MN 3 

Friday, November 4th, 7:30pm, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis, MN 1 

 
ÒHome Field AdvantageÓ is an unlikely name for a choral concert.  But, try as we might, we couldnÕt figure out a 
better way to let people know that this is a concert that allows the people of the Twin Cities to experience CantusÕ 
eclectic touring program on the ensembleÕs home turf. This yearÕs ÒHome Field AdvantageÓ is a celebration of male 
singing through the ages and male singing traditions from around the world.  The program features Gregorian chant, 
GriegÕs Romantic songs, and a new work by Morten Lauridsen. 

 
Home Field Advantage Program: 
Introit 
Benedicta sit Sancta Trinitas  plainchant with Organum      
 
Two Laments 
Absalon fili mi    Josquin des Pres    
Vere Languores    Antonio Lotti    
 
From Folk Songs 
BŒdn LŒt     Edvard Grieg    
Four Peasant Songs   Igor Stravinsky    
Songs of the Ancient Sea   Veljo Tormis    
       
Modern Marian Motets  
Ave Dulcissima Maria   Morten Lauridsen    
Ave Maria    Franz Biebl       
            
World Music 
Pseudo Yoik NT (Finnish Yoik)  Jaakko MŠntyjŠrvi    
Ngana     Stephen Leek     
Nukapianguaq (Inuit Chant)  arr. Stephen Hatfield   
Shenandoah (American Folk Song)  arr. James Erb    
I  CanÕt Tarry (Spiritual)   arr. David Morrow   
How Can I Be Sure   Cavaliere/ Brigati Jr., arr. Tim Takach    
Mogami-gawa Funa-uta (Japanese work song)  arr. Osamu Shimizu   
Ramkali (Indian Rag)   arr. Ethan Sperry    
 
 
 
 



   
Cantus 2005-06 Schedule 
10.13.05 7:30pm  Haggard-Twogood Charitable Trust    Algona, IA 
10.15.05 8:15pm  Juniata College      Huntingdon, PA 
10.20.05 8:00pm  Bowling Green State University    Bowling Green, OH 
10.25.05 10:30am  The Cantus Concerts - Home Field Advantage  Minneapolis, MN 
10.28.05 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - Home Field Advantage  Columbia Heights, MN 
10.29.05 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - Home Field Advantage  Excelsior, MN 
10.30.05 7:30pm  St. MaryÕs University     Winona, MN 
11.04.05 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - Home Field Advantage  Minneapolis, MN 
11.11.05 8:00pm  Orchestra Hall      Minneapolis, MN 
11.12.05 8:00pm  Orchestra Hall      Minneapolis, MN 
11.26.05 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - Away in a Manger   St. Paul, MN 
11.30.05 7:30pm  Green Bay West High School    Green Bay, WI 
12.04.05 3:00pm  Camp Winema Chapel     Neskowin, OR 
12.09.05 8:00pm  Cerritos Center for Performing Arts    Cerritos, CA 
12.13.05 7:00pm  Washington Pavilion of Arts and Sciences   Sioux Falls, SD 
12.16.05 8:00pm  Cantus and Carols with The SPCO    St. Paul, MN 
12.17.05 8:00pm  Cantus and Carols with The SPCO    Minneapolis, MN 
12.18.05 2:00pm  St. JohnÕs University     Collegeville, MN 
12.20.05 10:30am  The Cantus Concerts - Christmas with Cantus  Minneapolis, MN 
12.21.05 10:30am  The Cantus Concerts - Christmas with Cantus  Minneapolis, MN 
1.06.06 7:30pm  Trinity Lutheran Church     Stillwater, MN 
1.12.06 7:30pm  Florida Southern College     Lakeland, FL 
1.13.06 8:00pm  Old School Square     Delray Beach, FL 
1.14.06 2:00pm  Old School Square     Delray Beach, FL 
1.14.06 8:00pm Old School Square     Delray Beach, FL 
1.15.06 2:00pm  Old School Square     Delray Beach, FL 
1.15.06 7:00pm  Old School Square     Delray Beach, FL 
1.16.06 7:30pm  St. James Cathedral     Orlando, FL 
1.19.06 8:00pm  Lake Wales Arts Center     Lake Wales, FL 
1.28.06 8:00pm  University of Colorado     Boulder, CO 
2.03.06 7:00pm  Central Texas Orchestral Society    Temple, TX 
2.04.06 7:00pm  Christ Episcopal Church     San Antonio, TX 
2.16.06 7:30pm  Fox Cities Performing Arts Center    Appleton, WI 
2.17.06 7:30pm  First Lutheran Church     Onalaska, WI 
2.23.06 7:30pm  Asbury College      Wilmore, KY 
2.24.06 8:00pm  American Choral Directors Association   Charleston, WV 
3.02.06 8:00pm  Clemson University     Clemson, SC 
3.10.06 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - 10th Anniversary   Columbia Heights, MN 
3.11.06 7:30pm  The Cantus Concerts - 10th Anniversary   Excelsior, MN 
3.17.06 7:30pm Intercollegiate Male Choir Convention   Eau Claire, WI 
3.30.06 7:30pm  Pawling Concert Series     Pawling, NY 
3.31.06 8:00pm  Pawling Concert Series     Pawling, NY 
4.08.06 7:30pm  Faith Lutheran Church     Waconia, MN 
4.20.06 7:30pm  St. MaryÕs University     Winona, MN 
4.23.06 3:00pm New England Congregational Church   Aurora, IL 
4.24.06 7:30pm  Martin Luther College Lyceum    New Ulm, MN 
4.26.06 7:30pm  Western I llinois University     Macomb, IL 
4.27.06 7:30pm  Keokuk Concert Association    Keokuk, IA 
4.28.06 7:30pm  Ames City Auditorium     Ames, IA 
4.30.06 2:00pm  St. JohnÕs University     Collegeville, MN 
5.02.06 7:00pm  Washington Pavilion of Arts and Sciences   Sioux Falls, SD 
5.11.06 8:00pm With The SPCO at Trinity Lutheran Church   Stillwater, MN 
5.12.06 8:00pm  With The SPCO at Wooddale Church   Eden Prairie, MN 
5.13.06 8:00pm  With The SPCO at United Church of Christ   St. Paul, MN 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biography 
Gaining recognition as one of AmericaÕs finest professional male vocal ensembles, Cantus enjoys a vigorous schedule 
of national tours, subscription concerts in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, several innovative 
residencies and outreach programs, and recording. The Washington Post called the singersÕ sound Òbeaming and 
elasticÓ and referred to their music-making as Òspontaneous grace.Ó  Stereophile Magazine declared: Òthe sheer beauty 
of the unaccompanied male voices (and the) art of (these) professional singers proved overwhelming.Ó The Cleveland 
Plain Dealer reported: ÒThe Minnesotans come across as down-to-earth types who present their music with the 
eagerness of hometown guys singing for the pleasure of friends and neighbors.Ó 
 
CantusÕ repertoire spans all periods and genres, including contemporary works, art songs, folk music, spirituals, and 
pop. The ensemble has commissioned over 20 new works, including Two Laments on Dylan Thomas by Kenneth 
Jennings, Songs from Matengo Folk Tales by Peter Hamlin, and Journey to Sekhet-Aanru: Four Ancient Egyptian Magic Rituals 
by Mike McFerron commissioned through the American Composers Forum. In addition to these commissions, 
much of CantusÕ music is composed and arranged by its members. 

 

CantusÕ coast-to-coast tours have included performances throughout the United States. The 2004-05 season included 
dates in Nashville, Austin, San Francisco, St. Louis and many other U.S. cities. In the summer of 2003 Cantus made 
its European debut at FranceÕs Polyfolia Festival. Cantus made its debut with the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra in 
December 2001 in a program titled ÒCantus and Carols,Ó and now appears annually in what has now become a 
holiday tradition for both Cantus and the SPCO. Cantus has performed hundreds of concerts across North America. 
The ensemble has performed at the American Choral DirectorsÕ AssociationÕs national and regional conventions and 
numerous choral festivals. In the summer of 2002 the ensemble sang to great acclaim at the Oregon Bach Festival 
and at the Sixth World Symposium on Choral Music in Minneapolis. 

In accordance with its founding mission statement, Cantus is an active proponent of music education, encouraging 
people of all ages Ð especially young men Ð to sing.  I ts members are frequent clinicians at festivals, schools and 
universities throughout the country. Presently, Cantus is the resident artist at St. JohnÕs University in Collegeville, 
MN. 
 
Cantus has recorded seven CDs on its own label, Cantus Recordings, which are nationally distributed by 
CollegiumUSA. The newest CD, a Christmas album entitled Comfort and Joy: Volume 1, received rave reviews from 
Gramophone Magazine, saying, Òmeans and ends join in genuinely glorious music making.  The complexity of the 
music is fully expressed, the diction is perfect, the emotions alive.Ó Of the ensembleÕs first two recordings, Let Your 
Voice Be Heard (2001), and Éa gainst the dying of the light (2002), American Record Guide declared, Òmale chorus fans are in 
for rare and enchanting treats here.  Watch for this unique and charismatic group Ð It is just the sort of un-stuffy and 
engaging ensemble this nation needs more of.Ó CantusÕ ÒMusic For MenÕs VoicesÓ choral series is published by the 
Neil A. Kjos Music Company.  
 
Reviews for Cantus 
ÒMeans and ends join in genuinely glorious music making.  The complexity of the music is fully expressed, the 
diction is perfect, the emotions alive.  I f comfort is defined as a warm bath of choral sound, then this is perfect.Ó 
 Gramophone Magazine 
 
ÒCantus brought pinpoint musicianship and lighthearted charm to E.J. Thomas Hall. [They sang] not only with 
impressive dynamic control but also with a dazzling array of vocal effects.Ó 
 Akron Beacon Journal 
 
ÒWhat they do is enchanting.  The singers - solo quality all - produce a wonderfully warm, gutsy and masculine sound 
as well as a kind of smooth delivery, overt emotionality, and uncanny sense of ensemble.  (They have) a certain gusto 
- a sense of boundless joy in music making.  They achieve amazing precision, balance and interpretive unity.  Male 
chorus fans are in for rare and enchanting treats here.  Watch for this unique and charismatic group - it is just the 
sort of un-stuffy and engaging ensemble this nation needs more of, if we are to continue generating interest in 
serious music in an overwhelmingly pop-oriented culture.  We are likely to be hearing much more from them.Ó 
 International Record Review  
 
ÓInflection, phrasing, dynamics, and balance show the polished presentation exhibited only by singers who both 
possess that certain intuitive ensemble-sense and have made a significant investment of many hours of rehearsal time 
together.  The group's overall sound and expressive range make their music a delight to the ear.Ó 
 Classics Today   
 


